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Port Hope & District Health Care Foundation Makes $30,000 Gift to Help Five 
Counties’ Kids Communicate 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NORTHUMBERLAND, ON, November 25, 2021 - The Port Hope & District Health Care Foundation 
is helping the kids at Five Counties Children’s Centre in two ways this holiday season. 

The Foundation has made a $30,000 donation to the Centre’s “Building Abilities for Life” campaign 
to ensure kids in Northumberland get the speech and language treatment and support they need. 
The need for the Centre’s speech-language and communication therapies grows every year and 
because of the increasing need, some children must wait, falling further behind.  

“We are proud to support Five Counties Children’s Centre’s ‘Building Abilities for Life’ campaign to 
support as many children and their families in Northumberland as possible to receive the speech 
and language therapy they need now.” shares Matt Clayton, President of the Foundation. “We 
know that through this support, kids will also benefit from a mental health viewpoint – imagine the 
stress and anxiety for some kids who can’t do the things like talking to other children or having the 
confidence to speak up at school. Helping to address both a child’s speech and language skills and 
improving their mental health at the same time is a win-win for our Foundation, the Centre and the 
kids and families receiving this support. “ 

With community investment, children can get the treatment they need, when they need it. It’s in this 
aspect of community investment where the Foundation is helping kids a second time. They have 
also generously committed to a match all donations made to the campaign in Northumberland up to 
$38,500 for a total of $77,000 from this endeavour. 

Along with their initial $30,000 gift, their efforts will help raise the $107,000 portion of the campaign 
goal needed to address the wait list in Northumberland and get kids into assessment and treatment 
sooner. The overall goal of the campaign in Five Counties’ communities including Northumberland, 
Peterborough, City of Kawarthas lakes, Haliburton and Minden is $250,000. 

“This campaign is important because we know the earlier a child can receive treatment, the 
more likely it is they can reach their full communication potential. This investment carries forward 
into adulthood, where having these improved skills will continue to provide a positive impact on their 
quality of life.” says Scott Pepin, CEO of Five Counties. “We want to thank the Port Hope & District 
Health Care Foundation for the incredible generosity and continued investment for kids in 
Northumberland.”  
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We invite everyone to learn more about the campaign and how you can help at www.fivecounties.
on.ca/balcampaign.  For further information about this campaign please contact Lyn Giles, Director 
Fund Development 705-748-2337 ext. 381
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Five Counties Children’s Centre

In 2020/2021, the Centre served 4,430 children and their families. Five Counties Children’s 
Centre has been dedicated to supporting children and youth with physical, developmental and 
communications needs for more than 45 years. In partnership with families and communities we 
strive to enrich their independence and quality of life. We treat ages ranging from infants through 
the late teens, and offer physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech and language therapy, and 
more. We’re proud to provide treatment at our locations throughout Peterborough, City of Kawartha 
Lakes, Northumberland, and Haliburton and Minden.

The Centre provides outpatient and community-based services including: physiotherapy, 
occupational therapy, speech language therapy, augmentative communication services, recreation, 
social work, resource consultants, specialized clinics such as palate-facial management, seating, 
orthopedic, Botox and spina bifida clinics.
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