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Five Counties Children’s Centre Grateful for the McRae Family Donation and 
WILD FOR HOPE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PETERBOROUGH, ON, December 11, 2019 – Brian and Julie McRae know first hand the 
importance of a helping hand.

Their son Jase was born 14 weeks premature, weighing only 813 grams. Jase was so fragile that 
his mother was not able to hold her new baby boy for over a month. After 119 days in the Neo-Natal 
Intensive Care Unit (NICU), they were finally able to bring Jase home. A few months later, came 
the devastating news. Due to a suspected fungal meningitis infection while in the NICU, Jase was 
diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy (CP), accompanied by severe hearing loss in both ears, a common 
result of meningitis.

Now age 6, Jase has been equipped with bi-lateral cochlear implants to assist with his hearing. His 
speech has been delayed due to the inability to hear for the first two years of his life. He requires 
24-hour care due to the severity of his CP which is focused around his core strength and motor 
skills. As a result of his disability, Jase is unable to crawl, sit up, roll over, or feed himself, etc. The 
subsequent financial burden for both specialized equipment and care is a serious concern for their 
family, a concern felt by all families affected by CP.

The McRae family started the “WILD FOR HOPE” event and fundraiser with two purposes in mind. 
The first, to raise money for their son’s needs, both present and future, but to also assist families 
in similar situations who are not able to afford much of the adaptive equipment designed to assist 
those with Cerebral Palsy. Adaptive equipment for special needs individuals can be tremendously 
expensive, and most of it can only be used for a short time as children outgrow it quite quickly.

“While the majority of the proceeds from this fundraiser were invested for Jase’s future needs, 
we also wanted to assist other families who are not able to meet the expense of the specialized 
adaptive equipment.” said Brian. “We are extremely grateful to be able to include Brian Fitzsimons 
and Kelly Pecena from Fitzsimons Financial Group Inc.(www.totalwealthsolutions.ca), who is the 
major corporate sponsor for WILD FOR HOPE, helping make our dream a reality.”

The McRae’s donated to Five Counties Children’s Centre so the Centre could purchase the type 
of equipment they knew made a huge difference to them as a family and will make a positive 
impact on the families who come through the Centre’s doors. Five Counties is very thankful for the 
support they have received from the McRae’s. In the two years that Five Counties has been the 
beneficiaries, Wild For Hope has raised $11,160 for specialized adaptive equipment. The next Wild 
for Hope fundraising event takes place on March 28, 2020.
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“Having this type of equipment donated to Five Counties Children’s Centre for our Loan Program 
allows our clients to try out and use items as they need them without a financial cost, which is 
incredibly valuable. The impact of having additional equipment to loan out is we can support more 
kids and families in more ways and continue to improve their day to day quality of life,” stated 
Marika Beaumont, Five Counties Program Manager.

To find out more about Five Counties Children’s Centre visit www.fivecounties.on.ca
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Five Counties Children’s Centre is an outpatient treatment centre for children from birth to
19 years of age in Peterborough, Northumberland and Haliburton counties and the City of Kawartha 
Lakes with physical, developmental and communication needs. Since 1976, Five Counties 
Children’s Centre has been working with children, adolescents and their families, along with the 
community, to support their participation as active members of the community. In partnership with 
families and communities we strive to enrich their independence and quality of life

The Centre provides outpatient and community based services including: physiotherapy, 
occupational therapy, speech language therapy, augmentative communication services, recreation, 
social work, resource teachers, pediatric medical assessments/follow-up, specialized clinics such as 
palato-facial management, seating, orthopedic, botox and spina bifida clinics.
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